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Appeal public meeting Ukraine — How to overcome the political crisis
APPEAL

We, the signatories of this appeal, are extremely troubled by the prolonged political crisis in Ukraine and the lack
of progress towards its resolution. Further deepening of the crisis threatens to split the country, places its unity
under doubt, and undermines the international community’s trust in Ukraine.
We believe that the crisis was caused by imperfect and insufficiently legitimate constitutional changes, which
upset the balance of power; the inability and reluctance of political forces to coexist and to collaborate in the
name of national interests, to come to arrangements and to stick to them; the dominance of individual and
narrow political interests over national ones; the violation of the Constitution and laws of Ukraine; the selective
application of legislation; the weakness of institutions that guarantee the rule of law and democracy, first and
foremost the weakness of the judicial branch; and the lack of separation between politics and business.
We welcome the readiness of all friends of Ukraine to help in getting over the crisis with outside advice and
recommendations. We note that it is important that Ukrainian politicians take into consideration the PACE
Resolution of April 19, 2007. However, we believe that the crisis has to be resolved solely based on our own
efforts.
We consider any verdict of the Constitutional Court of Ukraine will not resolve the political crisis completely, and,
therefore, the optimal solution is via political-legal compromise, which will include an agreement of all political
forces as to the necessity of holding early parliamentary elections.
In order to avoid turning the existing crisis into a permanent one, early parliamentary elections should be
preceded by:
o Establishment of effective dialogue among all participants of the conflict;
e Resumption of the full functioning of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, with the goal of passing laws
necessary for reaching a compromise and holding legitimate elections;
e A refusal to make radical appeals and take measures that aggravate the situation, and to drag the public
into street conflicts;
¢ An end to political speculation regarding issues that divide society and destroy the unity of the country;
e A weighed and responsible position by the mass media, which shouldn’t be an instrument of political
propaganda and artificial escalation of conflict among people.
In order to ensure the legitimacy of early parliamentary elections, it is necessary to make changes to the Law “On
the Election of National Deputies of Ukraine,” which should foresee the holding of elections on a proportional
basis, the introduction of open regional lists, the renunciation of raising the election threshold, and the creation of
conditions allowing people to realize their right to make an informed choice in their representatives to Parliament.
We are convinced that the interests of society call for compromise, the principal components of which should be:
the legally guaranteed protection of the rights of the opposition, and the reaching of a principal agreement, and,
if possible, the passage of laws prior to the elections that delineate spheres of responsibility between the
President and Government of Ukraine, the most important of which is the renewed Law “On the Cabinet of
Ministers of Ukraine” and the Law “On the President of Ukraine.”
In order to prevent future crises of state power in Ukraine, we believe that it's necessary to immediately
commence collaboration towards improving the Constitution of Ukraine. Such work should be done through the



creation of a Constitutional Commission, which should include experts, politicians, and representatives of the
public.

We hope that the politicians are capable of compromise for the sake of Ukraine.
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